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Queen of Great Britain, &c. 
Defender of the Faith, 


AND . 


1 T 1 Royal Patroneſs of En deavours 


for the Service of CHURCH and STATE, 
5 * H I 8 - 
Exerciſe of PsaLMoDY, is moſt TR. 
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0 fee. ee this | fairas Danghtervf De De. 
votion, and Darling of Prote- 


ſtants beyond Sea, ſo Slighted amongſt 
Us, h not much for Our Credit; 6 col 
great Decay in Piety,' and Growth 4 
5 Prof aneueſ fs. having been imputed, \ 
minent Divines, (in no ſmall Mtoe ) 


Ito our Neglect of, and bad Performance ; 


in VSALMODT. . 


« 9 © 4 \ 


Poets plead Licenſe o 6 flige Z 


5 Things and Philoſophers ere nom habe 


| Argud Snow was Black; bur is, any 
Profeſſion priviledg'd ta cal Goop-Evir. ? 


As ſuch it yu to be to ſpeak againſt 
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Singing, or Teaching to Sing the Di x 
vine Praiſes. | 


wil Harmony in Our Voices, fright 
Grace from Our Hearts; and Singin 


of Tune, make Melody to the Lord? 
Good Verſe and Tunes 4 Prejudice 


to PSALMODYꝰ And is maiming Her in 
Both Wings, the Way to make Her Mount? 


For thus. has She i been Wounded in the 


Houle, of Her Friends, 1 


* gp PY theſe e Dao 5 Be - Diſtreſs | 
ſome! choice Spirits have dar d to ſpeak. 
in Her Praiſe : Aud, as Longinus 2 

Admir'd for Writing ſublimely upon Lof- 
tineſs, and being every where an Ex- 
ample to his Rules; not leſs ſurprixing- 


ly Delightful is the Harmony of Rhe- 
torick and Reaſon, Eloquence: and Ar- 


gument, amongſt Our Panegyriſts upon 
PSALMODY, ſo di may ſeem 5 ſuporſede 
All ard, I can e 2 pl ay —_ the Sul- 
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Fm. TR Invideo, Miror mas 
| vis —-, Tet (as the ſame Virgil [95 
Si Quis tamen ec quogz 11 Quis, Cap- 
tus Amore leget ! For my Purpoſe being 
not ſo much to Praiſe, as to ſerve Her, 
in a humbler Sphzre, ( (and where She has 
moſt Need) tis poſſible Her Admirers 
may not repent their Reading theſe few 
Sheets, when They conſider, ( after the 
Glorious Things have been ſaid of Her) 
that Her Condition is fil much the ſame 
| as the Royal Plalmiſt's, when His Cham= 
og had conquer d for Him; ; but not a 
Word ſpoke (by either Tribes or Elders) 


1 bringing the Joy, back to his own | 
Houſe. AF 


Mb this Exil'd Princeſ yet Refor's to 
her proper Seat and Splendor ? And are 


| there any likelier Means than a Diligent 
| Enquiry into the Occaſions of Her Miſ- 


1 fortune, and Obſticles to Her Return 5 


+a 


— — | pou prep * e 42 — 
The PREFACE 
ö | | 1 


R ral, 05 2 ig 
"Twas an This Account that ſeveral 


=_— - ſes of a 


| y VVV 

I male mo Apology for mentioning | 
|' - P5aLMobr as 4 Perſon, a Princeſs, ayd | 
= . Beauty, as Solomon ſpeaks of Wiſdom, | 
Plato of Vertue, Claſſick Poets of the 
Graces : Nor for citing ſuch Poets on 
| Occaſion, for which St. Paul has ſet 4 
| Precedent : Nor for not confining Her to 
je Single Province of Plalm-Singing, | 
if But likewiſe including Hymns and Spi- 
9 ritual Songs, and All Harmomous Ways 

of Celebrating the Divine Praiſes. 


And 


IF . 4 n 4 


1 wh 
# Undeſeribd ) by Others, vet the Service 
Obliging Me ſometimes to flep into Their 
Advocates of 
PsaLMODY will pardon my Inſerting into 
my Garland a few Flowers from Their 
Garden, upon fair n of 
| 4 Obligation. . | 


Territories, 


The PREFACE. 


9 * 
Ri kt oy chief. P. poſe w way 10 
upon what wal Undiſcon ger (at leaſt 


Our Abler 


Bur if Amp ſhall challenge Me as Act 
ing on Secular Intereſt, I dont think a 
Preface the proper Place to Anſwer in; 
but promiſe 'em nous bod before We 
part. : 


as * 


ſuffer as much for the Cauſe, They'd ſoon 
drop their Cenſure, and allow my Deſign 
in theſe Papers to be what the I lle page 5 
pretends, For the Promoting of Psar- 
MODY, and having This Queen (of Praiſe) 


brought 1 in a Rayment of Needle · Work 
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ETRE and Mii bein 5. bot 
the Wings of Devotion, and the Sa- 
A. cred Text it ſelf the Body and Sub- 
ſtance, it ſeem'd Expedient to Hat This. 
Treatiſe of Pſalmody with ſome Account of” 
the Pſalter or Plalms-Book, which is the 
Subject of all Our Metre-Verſions. e 
The Book of Pſalms, like other Volumes. 
of Holy Scripture, * given by Inſpiration, 
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W 2 ) | 
and has withal. peculiar Properties to recom- 
mend it, being 
1ſt. ACompendiary of the Scriptures, com- 
priſing Laws, Precepts, Precedents, Politicks, 


| Proverbs, Parables, Propheſies, and under 
Them, Chriſt, and the Goſpel; and was 


therefore call d the Leſſer Bible, or Epitome 


of Holy Scriptures; ſo that he that reads. 


This, (ſays St. Auſtin ) reads All; and He 


that underſtands This, has the Malter key 


to all the Reſt. 

_ 2dly. Tis the Anatomy of the Soul, Dif- 
covet ing its inmo Sentiments; wherein all 
its Affections, Griefs, Joys, Hopes, Fears, 
Doubts, Cares, Anxieties, are ſo ſenſibly 
touch'd, as to make Us think Our ſelves to be 


the Parties concern'd, the Penitents in the 


Penitential, the Petitioners in thoſe of Pray- 


er, the joyful Addreſlors, in thoſe of Praiſe | 


and Thankſgiving. 


2dly. 'Tis the Soul's Divinity- School, and 


Directory of our Duties, to God, Ourſelves, 


and our Neighbours, the Seat of Religious 


Difcipline, to mortify the Proud, advance 
the Humble, inform the Tznorant, and 1 um- 

prove the Skilful. % Bind. 

4 chly. Tis the Sours s Diſpenſary of Medi- 


cis _ all its Maladies ; Lenitives for ten- 


der Wounds, and Cortolives' for Inveterate, 
Cures for the Infected, reſerratives for the 


Sound, 


Sound Cordials for 15 Feeble, Reſtoratives 

for the Relaps cc. 

thly. Tis a Treaſury and ine of 
Accoinmibdations- for all Circumſtances of 


Life, (vix.) Sickneſs, Health, Youth, Age, 


Day, Night, ents; Poverty, Safety, Dan- 
ger, Peace, War, 
Exile, Land; and Sea. 


Sthly. Tis an Infallible Oracle ms Con- 
all Sorts of Per- 


ſalted in all Caſes, and by 
ſons, Princes, Prieſts, Magiſtrates, People, 
Families, and Particular Perſons. 


y7thly. Tis a Compleat OFconomy of the 
Church Catholick, Connecting the Fewiſh 
and Chriſtian, Militant and Tensid. be- 


inga Common Oratory of Prayers, Praiſes, and 


[ Thankſgivings, and by that Means keeping 


up the Correſpondence between Men and An- 
gels, Earth and Heaven. 


 8thly. Tis a Proſpect of e and Mir- 


ae the Univerſe; being a beautiful Diſ- 


play of Animals, Fire Earth, Seas, 
Skies, the Corporeal and Incorporeal World, 
4 Afﬀcending from the Creature to the Creator, 


* his Attributes and Perfections. 


9gthly. Tis the Soul's PARA D LSE of Spiri- | 


we Recreations, affording the Sweeteſt; Re- 


treſhment after Bodily Lobos, and Severer 
Exerciſes of Religious Duties; Tecruiting our 
Exhauſted Spirits with freſh Sup lies af De- 
* potions: giving 4 to * Fervency. to 

Prayer, 


ociety, Solitude, berty, | 


[ 


* 
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1 5 


mongſt the Pen- men of theſe! Sacred Songel 


Tr 


Deny by all the reſiftleſs Charms of Divine 
Rhetorick, and Seraphick Eloquence. For, 


: rothly;.. There can be nothing more charm- 
ing than the Agrecable Varieties of Style, a+ 


(vis.) From the Majeſtick, Su 


lime, Mag? 
nificent, Triumphant, Exultory, donn to 
the Mournful, Condoling, Commiſerating, 


Pathetical, and Expoſtulatory; All Adapted 


to their reſpectiwe Subjects, in which conſiſts 


the very Artifice and Soul of Poetry; Let ſo 


far — being Imitated by moſt of our Me. 


tre Tranſlators, that they ſeem tot to have 


had ſo much as a Notion of this Matter, keep - 
ing All upon a Level, without Diſtinction of 


the Different Paſſions, ſo remarkable in the 


Original; which Way of Rendering them ma | 
bel calld Transforming, but by no Means 


TRANSLATING of the PSALl Ms. 


But Ad journing This Argument to a ig 2 


ther Occaſion, I ſhall only ſay at preſent; 


that if Truth and Reaſon {ball declare a- 


gainſt me, I ſhall-gladly Submit to their Ver- 
dict ʒ db till Then, I Hall think | it my Du- 5 


ty not to deſert. Them. 


Inthe Mean Lime, Ibumbly offer this brief 


| Membria} of Matters Contain'd in the Book of 


Pſalms, as a General Directory, till my 
eating of a Table in a new and ready 


Method: For finding Particular Pſalms, 11 
ane * Plans nd all Occaſions War BY 
| | Churches, 


6 "I k A had 
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The Prieſts and' Levites Sang Praiſe in the 


Lf fancy of t 
tions lool, the rifon-Doors 


- 


(3) ; 


Churches, Families, and Cloſets ; for the Ha. 
ving this rich Province exactly Delintated and 
Mark d out, will be a Great A 
to PSALMopr, whatever Metre-Verſion is 1 
* rows _ „„ 5 gl 
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+: the Ute) 4 Good fi; 4 


- PSALMODY. 


TY vine „Mück cmd d wh ul 
Creation, and, in fucceeding Apes, 
has been Honour d wich + Sig als of Divine 


Ap bation : The 1 s ſang in the 


ildernefs, and the bing Open'd ; d; 


Temple, and the Glory of che Lord filbd 


che Floufe; Feboſopbar March'd his Army 


Singing, andreturn'd Triumphant, his Ene: 
-mies is baying Slain One Another. In the In- 
W 4 1 Church, Paul and S:- 
lar Sung at Midnight in Triſon, the Font 
Opet d, che 
Priſoners Barids were Loos d, and the Jayler 
was Converted. Here (ſays an 11555 
Remarker) were ep che N Net without 
a N 1 ov'd by Mafick. with- 


out 


* Dr. Bray. mongft his other pious "En ea- 


| 5 Skill in Recommending and 1 0 J 
This Religious Exereiſe, Ne: aſſur'd 
That thro the Fondneſs of 


»Pfalm-Singing, many haye 55 d chen 


i Gant b the Tenne 


. 


out a Fifion, In Later and Corrupted Tina 
of Chriſtianity, She was (in great Meaſure) 


Pſalm-ſung into Reformation: Nor has any 


Thing more conduc d to fix the Reform d Re- 
ligion. | 


If You afk what Wonders this Charmer | 
has wrought in Our own Age and Country, 
we have Inſtances that (under ſo General a | 


Corruption'of Manners, and Deluge of Pro- 


faneneſs) may paſs, if not for Miracles, yet 
at leaſt ſubſervient to the great Deſign: of 


Miracles, viz. the Advancement of Piet) 


where She had any Footing left, and Revival 
of Religion where She ſeem d to be expir'd : 


But This indeed muſt be underſtood where 
 P$4kmoDy her ſelf has been at 4 10 T 0. 


pro d to ſome Degre. cd] 


. A worthy *, Divine, | * 


vours, has expreſs d no ſmall 


Ferie fe 01 


© Reading, which they had almoſt forgot, 
and many have learn d to Read, for the Sake 


* of Singing Pſalms, where it, has been, Pray 
< ; fix d to ſome. Advantage , A. 155 Ber 


is "likewiſe. certain , that in bis. ow 
Men that, wy 


wr LI © 01609 AROMA , . ˙ w es ER, — 


to loiter in the Church-Yard, or ſaunter a- 


Te 


© fiderd by what Means I might redreſs this 


5 AE OSCARS RR 


"Oy 


(7) 


bout the Neighbouring Grounds, and not 
come into the Church 'till the Divine Service 


was over ; upon his ordering a Pſalm to be 


ſung before Prayers began, they came flock- 
ing into the Church, where, by this Means, 
he had 'em prefent both. at the Prayers and 
Preaching 3 
To this, we may add the Teſtimony of a 
worthy Miniſter, ' written to, the Reverend 


Dr. Woodward. p44” 


When l firſt came to my Pariſh, 1 found, 


to my great Grief, the People very Ignorant 
and Arreligious; the Place of Divine Wor- 


* (hip angina kept ; the Publick Service 
neither underf 
niſtration of the 
only by the Piety of three or four Commu- 
nicants, and the Divine Ordinance of Singing 


nor attended ; the Mi- 
ord's Supper ſupported 


i. 


Pſalms almoſt laid aſide. Now, whilſt I con- 


«* General Neglect of Religion, 4 was of Opi- 


nion, that the ſetting up of fuch a Religious 
Society, as I had known in the City of 


London, would be very proper, but I fear'd 
it would be impractieable in the Country ; 


4 ſo that at firſt, I began to teach three ot 
* four Youths the Skill of Singing Pſalms 


Orderly, and according to Rules, which 
* greatly tended, e the Grace of God, 
> e 
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* to awaken their Affections towards Reli 1 
* on, and to give em a Reliſh of it. The 
Improvement of Theſe in Pfalm- Singing, 
© being ſoon obſerv'd by Others, man Young 
Mien deſir'd to be admitted to the ſame In- 
ſtruction, which being Granted, and the 
© Number of them inereaft ing daily ; they 
* readily ſubmitted to the Rules of a Religious 
Society, and have ever ſince been careful 
© Obſervers of em. By whoſe Means, à Ge- 
* neral Reviving of Piety, and a Solemn Ob- | 
* ſervance of the publick Ordinances of God, 
© hath been produc'd amoneſt Us. So that a 4 
4 great Number of poor Children are now | 
„ kept at School by their Charity, who are 
© carefully Catechizd; and many pious | 
Books given to Children and others. And 
*to the Joy of all pious Souls, Our Shep- | 
* herds, Plough-m#n, and other 3 8 
„at their Work, perfume the Air with the 

Melodious Singing of Palm. 

Tas by the ſame pious Artifice, that the 
Divine Herbert raisd his Honeft Farmers 
to thoſe elevated Degrees of Piety, for which 
the Memory both of himſelf, and his Paritho- | 
ners will be for ever ſweet. It is commonly 
known, that at the Ringing of a Bell, they 
would leave their Ploughs, and come to 
Church, Perhaps this hes Truth is not 
ſo well known, That thoſe who could not 
come without extraordinary ay" 
would 
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| would take the ſame Signal of the Bell, to 
1  fing in the Field a Pſalm or Hymn to > thei 


Creator and Redeemer. 
The ſame Proofs of its Ffficacy, a are ſtill 


found, where tis decently and frequently 


practis d, according to the Juſt Remark of the 
fore- cited Doctor, That every one may ob- 


 * ſerve, That in Churches where Pſalms are 


« beſt and ofteneſt Sung, thoſe Churches are 


z always beſt fill d. 


I may add, the concurring Evigenchs 6f 


All Endeavoirers for the Reformation of 


Manners, That they have found no Methods 
more effectual for reviving a lively Senſe of 


| Religion, than the Practice of Pſalmody, not 


only in this Kingdom, but in Neighbouring 


Countries. 


But having ſufficiently provid the Matter 
of Fact, and the great Benefits produc d by 
this pious Exerciſe, I ſhall proceed to the 


' Grounds and Occaſions of the Contempt and 


Decay of Pſalmody, humbly conceiving a di- 
ligent Enguiry how This Celeſtial Beauty, 
ſo Celebrated by All the Reform'd Churches 


Abroad, came to fink into ſo low Eſteem 
in Ours, to be a” Matter of no ſmall Impor- 

| tance, becauſe abſolutely Neceſſary towards 

the Redreſſing of ſo ſcandalous an Abuſe; 


and in Order to my giving a juſt Account 


of theſe Particulars, I conſulted the moſt 


Proper Perſons, who, beſides hearty Zeal for 
C 2 1 5 the 


S 21 
the Cauſe, had the beſt ene of AC 
* in the — 


” 


—— — — 6— —yx — * — 


CHAP, IL 
' Occaſions of the Decay of Pal ob, | 


Hod ſuſpect that One nN of - 
PsaLMopv, could be Want of Coun- 
tenance from our Quarry and GENTRY, not 
pet at their own Houſes, (where ſhe has loſt 
her Acquaintance) but likewiſe in Places of 
— ublick Worſhip? Lou may hear them inthe 
| Reſponſes and Reading-Pſalms, but the gi- 
ving gory a Singing-Plalm, ſeems to ane 1 
em dumb. 4 

Would not any Foreigner, coming into our 
Churches think the Clerk's Call to ſing to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God, (that ſure | 
Charm to raiſe the Hearts and Voices of the 
People) were, to Perſons of High Rank, a 
Signal for a Ceſſation of Devotion? Would | 
_ tl he wonder at their leaving toInferiors the 
fole Exerciſe of a Duty ſo Delightful, Gene- 
rous, and every Way fit for Perſons of the 
Beſt Deg ree, to be Leaders in the Service ? 
What Brachte of Devotion has ſo noble an 
Appearance ? For, while rh 


Prayes, 


„ 


1 PRAYER, as for Alms, does at the Portal wait, 


the Almighty's Courts, make the Greateſt Fi- 
gures; Petitioning for Favours, or Preſent- 


; For whoſo offers Praiſe, Honours Him. Pſal. 


With what Elevation of Spirit does the 


Daughters of the Temple are all of Heavenly 


( A Ft. 


7 rogative of PSAIMopY. How different is 


Kc. This is the Language of Praiſe. Ac- | | 
4 cordingly ſome alſo of our Own Puet ; i 


For PRAYER the Ocean is where e,; 355 
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PRAISE enters, like @ Royal Gueſt, in State. 


When is it that our Noble Frequenters of 


ing their Oblations of Reſpe& and Honour? 


50. _ 
Pſalmiſt ftart from the Vale of Tears and i 
Supplication, to the Paradiſe of Praiſe ! The [1 


Race, Omnes Cwlicole, but not Omnes Supera 
Alta tenentes The Faſtigia Coltare the Pre- 


the Stile of their Addreſſes! Be Merciful to 
Me, for I have Sinn'd, lays v ANITENCE : Fram 
the Ends. of the Earth, and out of the Deeps, 4 
have I cry'd, ſays PRAYER : O'be joyful in the [ 
Lord, come before bis Preſence with à Song, 


Alen ſteer their Courſe,cach to a diff rent Coaſt, 
Where oft our Int reſts ſs Diſcordant:be, » ö 
That Half beg Winds, by. which the Reſt are 


(ww) 


But 


5 
The Diff'ring World's Agreeing Sacrifice, &c. 


Nor only the Common Sacrifice of Rational 


Beings, but fo juſt a Tribute to the Almigh- 


ty, that Inferior Creatures, Elements, and 
the whole Univerſe, are ſummon d to pay it. 


r 


And for its being Devotion fit for Mighty | 
Minds, if You doubt a Poet's Word, take | 


Preachers. Singing the Praiſes of Gop, is 


* the Nobleſt Part of Worſhip, — The moſt 
* Generous Service that we can perform; and 
© carries with it the Livelieſt Signatures of a 
< Divine and God-like Temper of MiN D. Thus 


the practical Diſcourſer, and what can a Poet | 


ſay mare? 


But ſtill this Preference to Other Religious 


Duties muſt be Underſtood in ſome Certain 


Reſpects, not in Every Reſpect * And We ac- 


know ledge each of the Fair Competitors to be a 
Princefs and Sovereign in her Oum Province: 


Yet Psatnopy, in her ſublimeſt Exerciſc, 


(that of Celebrating the Divine Attributes 
and Perfections) appears with the Grandieur 


nan AA 4M 
In ſacred Heraldry, ſhe has the Aſcendant, 
as being of the Eldeſt Houſe, and early as 
the Creation, when the Morning Stars ſang 
Or _ fopetvers 


5 
5 
. 
5 


But PRAISE, in Accents more ſnblime and ſtrong, 
} Shall Then Commence her Everlaſting Song. | 


Themſelves in all Placcs ? 


_ 


. 


— — 


| ropether; and of a Lineage that will Laſt 
when Time ſhall be Extinck. * 


| For uben to the Coeleftial Temple come, 


PETITION There ſhall Ceaſe, and PRAr k be 
Dumb. 


1 She's then ſo far from being Deſpicable, 


that She ſeems to be the QpATITIDorrz 


and for ſuch to Claim Her as their Priviledge, 
as having the Neareſt and moſt Familiar Ac- 
ceſs to the Preſence of the Moft High. 

How comes it then to paſs that ſo Few a- 
bove Ordinary Rank, Vouchſafe to join in 
This Part of Divine Worſnip? Tis not 
Want of Devotion, of which They expreſs 
ſo Religious a Senſe in Other Parts of the 
Service, and Beſt know how to Demean 
But Here We are Anſwer'd with Another 
Queſtion ; Is There not a Cauſe? And in- 
deed, if by Cauſe be meant Occaſion, muſt 


acknowledge More than One ; therefore, ſince 


Silence amongſt Perſons of Quality and Gen- 
try, is a Diſparagement to PS$ALMoDY, and 
their Honouring Her with their Voices, 
would be a Means of Raiſing Her Reputation, 

an Enquiry into thoſe Occaſions, is Neceſ- 


tary; t „ 
21 CHAP. 
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A 


A AEtre and Muſick being the principal 


1 Parts of PsaLmopr, her Credit and 


Eſteem, with the Better Sort of People, muſt 
Riſe or Sink according as She's ſupported in 


Theſe two Provinces: For can we ſuppoſe 


our Perſotis of Quality and Gentry (arrivd 


to the niceſt Taſte of Verſe, and Accuſtomd 
to the politeſt Poetry on Other Occaſions) 


will ever be brought to ſing in Divine Wor- 


ſhip, what makes ſenſible People ſmile to 


hear a Clerk read > And how PsaLMopy is 


Accommodated with Metre in our Old Verſi- | 
on, I think common Senſe ſufficient to de- 
termine: But This being a Tender Point 


with ſome, (and what may ſeem Invidious in 


Me) I ſhall appeal to Eminent Divines of our 


Church, and content my ſelf with lay ing be- 


fore the Reader a Few of their Many Remon- 


ſtrances concerning This Matter; and Firſt, | 


The Sentiments of Arch-Biſhop Uſher. 

© That the Singing-Pſalms, either for the 
* Lameneſs of the Rhimes, or ſuperfluous 
* Words, as, I ſay's, for why's, Oc. Homel 


-* Phraſes, as, Feed Them with Brown Bread, 


Take thy Hand out of thy Lap, Mend this 
0 33 | OD ee: © 


of Divine 
tion. ichs 
| Accordingly the Biſhop of + + Hifti of 
Seh ry has Tenderly told Us, the Reforms.) 
That as the Poetry. was tglen 


es). 


15 Geer, and the Like, maybe Corrected, or at 


© leaſt a better Tranſlation of the Pſalms ih 
* Metre Appointed, inſtead of This Old, 


Senderſ's Hiſtory of King Charle the It, 


pag. 36. 
Our preſent Lord * Biſhop of * Letter to 


{2 


1 has Sufficiently, though the Clergy of 
Modeſtly, hinted the ſame Need bis Mete 


of a New and Better Verſion, 

Viz. Such as may remove the Unhapp 

Ohjection that has hitherto lain again againſt 

$ the Singing-Pſalms, and diſpoſe that Part 
Fort to much more Devo- 


9 Low, This Work, that might then 
© a Tolerable Compoure;/ having 
* fince that Time ſo Review d wa Chang'd 


Aas the Thing reqiur'd ; Hence it is; "that 


This Part of Divine Worſhip, by the Mean- 


neſs of the Verle, has not e d its "_ 
ret. 5 1 1 
And before Him, £21 Hip be 
has: (with more Him, | 52195 Reform. 1 
Mention'd the French Verſion 
of Marot, ſaid by Strada to be babe 
oy rverſl done, adds, 'That it was not to 
ompar'e with that Barbarity and Botch- 
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than Twas willing to Mention, had not This 
Mietre- Part of Pſ#lmoay been of the Great- 
eſt Importance to my Subject. I am next to 


0 16 ) 
ing that every where occurs in the Tranſla- 
tion of Sternbold and Hopkins. 
And before Him, Dr. Donne, Dean of St. 
Paul's, That He could ſcarce call our 
o Church Reform'd, till This was Reform'd. 
Theſe Inſtances (having been the General 
Senſe of our Learved Clergy, and other; ju- 
dicious Perſons) are Sufficient, and more 


conſider what the Advocates of the Old Ver- 3 
fron haue Offer d in its Behalf, = 

What, (ſay Some) muſt the Whole be kid | 
alide for a few Obſolete Words? i 
Words indeeth are (as Horace ſays). the | 
Crodhired of Cuſtom; to be Caſhier d and Re- 
call'd into Service ar Pleaſure. But what if 
the Queſtion is not concerning Words, but 


Expreſſions and Sentences, _ Thoſe un 


Terms! as Intelligihle and Familiar Now, as 
They were Then? Teeth, Jaw-Bones, Ly- 
ons Whelps, are-Words Underſtood by every 


Body, but thus put together, Whoſe Teeth, 
within their great Jaw- Bones, like Lyons 


Whelps, hang Out, want an CEdipus to Un- 


riddle's em: A Child knows what you mean 


by a Day and for Ever, but — for Ever and. 


Day, i. e. a Day beyond Eternity, is a Fi- 
gure of Speech for en er has no 


Name. 


Ochers 
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69 
5 Others ſay *twas well meant, and has done 
Service, and moreover was good Poetry for 
the Time. ry: n 
But tis not the Meaning, but Metre, not 


- 


the Time, but Performance, that are now to 
take Place, ſince, by the Meanneſs of the 


Verſe, this Part of Divine Worſhip has loſt 


| its Due Efterm. Good Service it has done, 


and had the Verſe been better, had done more 


inits own Day. If Poetry Then was Low, 


ſhew me where ſo low as in this Channel, 
and I'll ſhew where it ran as * High Stream, 
r 29755 
But there's a Plea left, and ſuch as (if it 


} holds) will go far in carrying the Cauſe : 


'Tis afirm'd by ſome Perſons, to come Near- 
eſt to the Original of All that have been 
done. This indeed is very Civil and Re- 


1 ſpectful to that Tranſlation, but what others 
Will think no Great Complement to the O- 


riginal, if another Arch-Biſhop Anſwer'd 
Right, on a Complaint of the poor Senſe 
ſometimes met with in that Verſion z I'm 


afraid (ſaid He) That's not the Worſt of it, 
but that tis in ſome Places no Senſe at All. 


TD 3: Are 
—.— 5 2 —— 3 — ao — 


- * Sir J. Davis on the Souk, a Poem gf. as Sublime 
Thought, Elegant Expreſſion, and Graceful Turn of Verſe 
biſb, and is now Printed for Mr, Rogers, at the Sun 


| as Any in Our Age; which I found Bury'd under Rub- 


e 


Are the fore- cited Lameneſs of the Dive, 


neſs of the Verſe, Barbarity and Botching, 
(ſaid every where to Occur in that Tranſla- 


tion) Characteriſticks of the Sacred Text? 


"Tis Odds but the Friends of the Original, 
and Acquainted with its Beauties, will look 
for nearer Likeneſs than ſuch a Copy. 
Can Copyings after Great Maſters, with- 
out ſomething of their Manner, be Accep- 


table to Quality and "Gentry ?- Will coarls. 
Likeneſs, without Spirit, be ſufficient 'to- 


præfer em to the Gallery and Cloſet ? Yet, 
by prejudic'd Judgments, the leaſt Air of 
Poetry in Pſalm-Metre ſhall be Cenſur'd as 


5 : Grimes What is Lively and Graceful, ſhall 
be call d Light and Airy; Barbarity and Batch- 
ing have the Venerable Appellation of Graue 
and Solid. I hope tis no Offence: to aſk the 
Reader, if Three or Four plain Words to 


this Point, by his preſent Grace of Canter- 
bury, vis, DAVID was a Great Por, 


would not take as many Volumes to An- 


[wer? em? 
After all, (to ſhew that I ſpeak nat for 


Selt-Intereſt) let the principal Perſons of Our 
Church and State, who were pleas'd to ap- 


| Superfiuous Words, Homely Phraſes, Mean- 


prove and allow 'the Uſe of that Verſion 


wherein I was Contern'd, be ſatisfy d that 


a more ſerviceable Performance i is produe d, 


and I fhall think wy felf Happy i 0 4 having 
| belpy 


| help'd to make Way for ſuch a Verſion: Let 
Our Churches be Accommodated to Satisfa- 
&ion, and my Ambition 's Auſwer d. c 

And I am at this Time more than Ordina- 
rily ſollicitous for a Favourdble Reception of 
ſuch a Verſion, on the Probability of Our ha- 

ving ſuch a Verſion, the Relict and laſt Ef- 
fort of no leſs a Man than Our Famous Sir 
Fohn Denham; which, if it comes up to the 

Character of the Author, 'tis Likely that 
PsALMopy may clap her Wings, and have 
no Occaſion to look Out any farther. 

I had not the J of peruſing 
the Copy, (which I hear is now in the 
Preſs) but in Reſpect to ſo great a Name, I 
inform d the worthy Gentleman who had Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Manuſcript, (as dear Experi- 
ence had taught me) the Impediments and 
Oppoſit ions that ſuch a Work muſt meet with - 
al, and the moſt proper Methods of Secu- 
ring it a free Paſſage into the World, and 

fair Uſage when it came Abroad. . 
c Therefore, for the Sake of This, or any 
Other good Performance that may Hereat- 
ter be Offer d, I think my ſelf Oblig'd on 
this Opportunity to give ſome publick Ac- 
count of the Difficulties and Prejudices that 


all ſuch Endeavours muſt Encounter; and 


to which the Beſt that can be perform'd, if 

ers d for publick Uſe, will be inevitably 
| Exposd, A Te Warning, (and __ . 
4148 | 0 
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of it upon Occaſion) I take to be a Service 


to dro) Wr that has Tixherto Tata on 
mention d. 


Several Prejudice, &c. again. a New | 
See Metre- Veron. | 


gainſt any new Verſion of Pſalms, 


from the Ignorance amongſt ſome of our 


Common People, who, becauſe they find the 


Old Singing-Pfalns bound up with their Bi- 

bles, take it for Granted that theſe Engliſh 
Metres, as well as the Matter, were compild 

by King Davis : Nay, ſome have ſuppos d a 


5 Commis Perſon was the Compoſer of thoſe 


Metres ; for Inftance, the Late Bifhop of E- 
h, upon his firſt uſing of his Brother Dr. 


Patrick's New Verſion in his Family-Devoti- 


on, Obferv'd (as I heard Himſelf relate the 
Paflage) that a Servant-Maid' ef a Muſical 


Voice, was filent for ſeveral Days together. 


He atk'd her the Reaſon, whether ty were 


< not well, or had a Cold > Adding, that He 
e delighted to hear her, becauſe ſhe 


ſang lweetly, and kept the Reſt in Tune. © 
am - 


7 OU ot expect the fert Out- cry a- 


| with Ye; but now ou ſing Pſalms of Your 
Own Invention, You may ny by Lour 


| little more Senſe, but lefs-Sincerity,ſhatl 
_ make it their Bufineſs to inpeigh againſt any 
ſuch Endeavour, as an impious Removing of 
the Old Land- Mark; ai 5 
| (I fpeak Matter of Fact) . (te their 
| Power) the Doing of That which Thef call ; 
| Sacriledge in their Neighbours, — 
And having pals'd the Pikes of Tootatice 
and Envy, and come to Thoſe that can hear 
of a New Verſion, how will you e 
your ſelf to their ſeveral Sentiments about 
the Method of Proceeding? Some will be 
for having the Old Meaſures kept, Others 


1 
am well enough in Health, anſwer d ſhe; An 
have no Cold; but, if you muſt needs know 
the plain Truth of the Matter, as. long as 


You ſung Jeſus Chriſt's Plalms, I ſung along 


ſeives. 


But to fatisfy foch/Bcrupha, theke ein 


no more Trouble, but to turn to the Title. 
Page, (as a Reverend Doctor did) and ew 


em the Tranſlators Names. 
Another Sort of Male Contents, with 4 


for m of the Metres; ſome for Double 
Rhimes througheut, ſome for no Rhimes at 


all, but only Proſe chopt into Metre”; Some 

for Verbal Tranſlation, Others for Ex ana- 
tory; Some for Graceful Language, Others 
* for Homely Phraſe ; becauſe, as They are 


2 pleas d 
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pleas d to ſay, There are in Holy Scripture 
no Rhetorical or Poetical Flouriſhes 4 which 
Notion, if True, (as tis ſingular) will be 


a Diſcovery, not only to Novices, but to 
Learned Doctors and Greateſt Scripturiſts. 


That the Book of Pſalms is a moſt admi- 
rable Piece of Poetry, are the very firſt Words 
of Dr. Patrick's Præface to his Paraphraſe ; 


then (as Melanchto truly ſpeaks) tis the moſt 


Elegant Work Extant in the World, _ 

The Learned * Dr. Grew has 
* bis Coſ. prov'd the Sacred Writers the 
mologia Sa- Great Originals of Poetry and 


aa Eloquence; and the moſt Fa. 


mous of Ethnic Poets and Ora- 
tors, Copyers of Them, both as to Matter 
and Manner; That moſt of the Prophetic 


Parts of Scripture, wherein God ſpeaks to 
Meyn, are very ſingular for the Elegancy, 


Significancy, and Majeſty of the Stile; 
© from whence more Noble Examples of all 
the Tropes and Figures, us d by the beft 


Orators, may be taken, than from any o- 


© ther Books whatſoever. Neither is the Al- 
* titude of their Metaphors to be equall'd by 
any Poet, that This one Expreſſion of Da- 
* vid, viz, Who is like unto the Lord Our 


© God, who humbleth Himſelf to behold the 


* Things that are done in Heæaveu? And that 
of the Prophet Iſaiah, Heaven is my Throne, 


and Earth is my Foot-ſtaal, are either of 
N „ —. 
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> them Greater than Any Thing in Homer and 
hall the Poets put together. Theſe Points He 
& | infifts on for many Pages, which the Reader 
o | wiſhes as many Volumes, being ſo delightful 
| a Scene in his beautiful Diſplay of the Excel- 
j. lency of the Holy Scriptures. 

's Nor can We wonder at the Holy Pen- 

mens being Extraordinarily endow'd with 

+ | Fheſe Charming Talents, conſidering their 

| Serviceableneſs for promoting the pious Pur- 

= on which They were Employ'd. The | 
rophets ( ſays the ſame Author) being of 

Different Education and Temper, and Living | 

in Times not always Alike, receivd and de- 


liver'd their Meſſages in as Many Kinds of | 
Oratory ; being choſen in this Variety, that 4? 
Nothing might be wanting to prevail with | 
that ſtubborn People to whom They were | 


\ | fent. Their Meſſage (ſays He) was Adorn- 
ed, for the moſt part, with Variety of Me- | 
| | © raphors and Allegories, or Myſterious Viſi- 44 
ons; partly, for that moſt People are more : | 
© wrought upon by Similitudes, than by > } * 
HT 
Accordingly Another * Oracle , Lord Ve-. 
| Has declar'd, that Poeſy ſerveth _ mT | 
1 . 57 06 88, rulam's Ad- 
| not Only to Delectation, but vancement of 
likewiſe to Confer Magnanimity Tp, 
and Morality ; and therefore 
| ſeems to have ſomething of Divineneſs, be- 1-3 
cdauſe of raiſing the 44 of THE — 


Learning. 1 


— * 
, 
r 


. #3 
not ſubmitting 
d by, theſe, Allure- 
ments, cheriſhes the Soul of Man; but ſtill 
more {weetly infinuates, it ſelf, if join'd with, 
Muſick. So the famous Critic before Him, 
Nihil eſt autem quo, Tantum Animus Noſter de- 


— ——>y een — 


the Mind to Things; and 


mulgeatur et gaudeat, Quantum Harmonia et 


Numerics. The Readon Biſhop, Patrick gives. 
for his calling the Book of 
t Pref, ut Pſalms a moſt. Admirable Piece 
Supra. of Poetry, is, I becauſe it moves 
more powerfully, and touches 


the Mind more ſenſibly than Sentences in 


„ 


Ist not then Double Sacriledge to take from 

the Temple ſo ſerviceable a Votary, and from 
Her, the Honour of being a Hand-maid to 

Devotion? And can it be a Crime for Me- 

tre- Tranſlators of theſe Sacred Songs, to En-. | 


deavour at Rendering them in ſome Meaſure 


According to their Original Beauties? Is 
not an Elegant Manner of Tranſlating theſe. 
Divine Odes, as juſt a Debt to the Pſalmiſt, as 
to any Other Poet? Cur enim Alibi Compti, 
Hic Incompti; Cur Alibi Politi, Hic Polluti? 
Cur cæteræ Artes Humanæ et Profanæ Niteſcere 
Sola vero ſancta Scriptura Horrere debet? 
were Queſtions long ſince Aſk d by our 
Learned Country- man, ( Laurent. Humfred. 
de Rat. Couertendi Authores ) And not An- 
„ OY eee 


If 


4 
{ 
1 


e 

If Any ſhall Object againſt this Polite and 
Griceful Way of Tranſlating the Psarvs'in- 
to Bug lifb Metre, that it will put em Above 
the Capacity of the Common People; I an- 
Firer, that, with Quintilion, and other Cri- 
ticks, Perſpicuity is the Principal 1 Recor 
citefidation of a good Stile; and thatamongſt | 
our Own Writers, both in Poetry and Pro 
the moſt Celebrated for Refin'd Lene 
are they that habe writ moſt Intelligibly in 
Both. and areas well Underſftood by the Ocun- 
at Folk, as by Citizens, or Gourtiers. 

But becauſe ef the different Scntiments of 
People, concerning This and Other Parti- 
culars, tis heartily wich d that the REI. 

SrrEstoa good Metre-Verſion of the PsALMs, 
were Adj uſted and Agreed upon, that the 

noble Cauſe of P8aLMoby may neither Suf- 
| 80 Gs obs in 945 Tranſlation, nor in the | 

u t that is paſs'd Upon it. 

Gin be Critics deſire a Nobler Fieldof 
Exerciſe yet who olly Negle@ed by Theſe ſtrict 
Præferiberb df Laws for doing Hacken Pöcts ; 
Juſtice; but have left the Royal Pſalmiſt Rn - 

Foreigners Hands, to be diſguis d in ſuch 
_ ſcandalous Dreſſes, as the Botchers of every 
| Country were able to put Him into. 
Nor will Preſcriptions in This Caſe, and 
Directing a Certain Courſe for Tranſlators to 
Steer by, beſo eaſy a Matter as tis imagin d, 
There bring ſo many pls to be — 
2 0 
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ſo many nice Points to be Secur'd, and All 


in ſo Narrow a Compaſs, as will render This 
the moſt difficult Task a Poet can take in 


Hand. — 


The long Time Spent in under and 

Conſulting, before they ſet into that 

the Care and Circumſpection in Doing it, 

the Pains of Correcting when tis done; Ap- 
ſal and 


'ork, 


lication to Superiors for their Peru 


farther Directions; Then Recommitting it 
to private Reviſal of Judicious Friends; and 


after All, to the Cloſet-Cenſure of their own 


Impartial Judgment, are ſome Exerciſe of 
Induſtry and Patience; yet through This 
Diſcipline, muſt a Palms. 

fore he can pretend to have diſcharg d his Du- 
ty 5 1 


Tranſlator paſs, be- 


I crave Leave once more to ask if ſuch a 


One ʒ Or if not, the moſt 


CHAP, 


Directory of REquisITEs as I have Hinted at, 
would not be of ſingular Uſe in determining 
the Choice of a fit Mitre-Verſion of Pſalms 
to be fix d in Churches, if we have ſuch a 

5 likely Means of 

Helping us to ſuch a Verſion, © 


7 
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Other Occafions of the Contempt and De. 


cay of 'P8aLMoD?'; with the Proper 


Remelies. 
JAving Remonſtrated the Grievances of 
LI Pſalmody in the Province of Metre, we 
are next to enquire how Matters have been 
9 * * r nn 
manag'd in the Muſical Pr. 

And firſt, Tis evident that One ſcandalous 
buſe, and very prejudicial to this Noble 


N 


Part of Religious Worſhip, has been the Re- 


ducing of our Plalm- Tunes to the PraQice of 


e 


halfa Dozen, or Fewer, .in ſome Churches ; 


o 
* k 


which has not only retrench'd the Agreeahle 


Variety, in which conſiſts the Life of Mu- 
ſical Performance, but poſſeſs d People with 


a Miſtaken Notion, as if Pſalm-Singing were 


not capable of being made Delightful and 
Entertaining; and moreover, makes the 


# 


Service ſuffer in the Religious Part; for with- 


out Variety of Tunes, how. can we have the 
Pſalms of ſo various Occaſions, and different 


Paſſions ſo perform'd, as by a powerful 8 * 
A 


pathy to Aﬀe& the Congregation wit 
Suitable Frame of Spirit > Muſt not this ne- 
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(8 
ceſſarily break the Harmony of Mind, and 
make 2 Diſcord in their Devotion? 
For, beſides the charming Reſemblance be- 
tween thoſe Twin-Cherubs of our Ark, the 
Metre and Mufick, a | ang: \ Ped Both 
to the Sacred Matter that is red and 
Sung, is likewiſe Neceſſary; Otherwiſe, in- 
ſtead of Raiſing Our Affections, we ſhall 
Diſpirit and Diſparage the Service. 
We are inform'd, that in Germany, where 
They have Abundance of Pſalms, "4 ymns, 
and Spiritual Songs, ſet to pleaſant hdr 


Tunes, their Churches and Houſes are not 
che only Places Where this Heavenly Mu- 


ſick is Heard, but their Peaſants at their 
Plough, their Children and Servants at their 


and Generally Perſons of Both Sexes, at their 
_ Diverfions and Employments, make Uſe of 
Theſe for Exp rel eir Mirth, and have 
no fuch Cuſtom „s We labour under, of lewd 
and profane Songs. 


— 8 


What were our Tunes Composd for, but 


to be Sung? And why not now, 1s well 28 
for an Hupdin'h Years to 2h ther after the TY 
formation? That Proteſtants Abroad S 
more Tunes than We, and more in 100. 


e too, is not Occafion'd by their having Better 


Tunes than Ours, but becauſe their Hearts 
ate more in Tune. A Great Maſter of Pſal. 
noch, 25 wy . Nation has bred, 
 Aſſures | 


Labbur, and when they walk in the F telds ; WW 


| Af 


IN 
0 


Ca 
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( 29 ) 
Aſſures Us, upon his more than fifty. Years 
Exerciſe and Experience, that Many of Our | 
Old Pſalm-Tunes are ſo Excellent, that Art ö 
cannot Mend Them, or Make Better. The | 4 
ſame may be {aid of Our New. Tunes, Com- | 

8. pos'd by, ſame of the beſt Muſick-Maſters of | 
" Age, and to the Approbation and Ap» | 
plauſe of the Reſt ; I mean the Supplement | 
to. the New Verſion, which is Ownd, by |} 

Them to be the Compleateſt Piece of "Fm | 

Moby Extant in An ny Nation. So. that it 

| will be a double Scan al for Us, if We Con- | 

tinue to be the Worſt Pſalm-Singers, when nl 

We are Accommodated to become the Beſt : 

For This We muſt reckon Another Præju- 
dice to PS$ALMODY, vis. Our Unſkilful and 5 
Unmuſical Manner of Singing. : 

To allow. the Practice of Singing-Pſalms, 

| and have an Indifference for a, Good Per- 
formance, 1 is, if not to. common Senſe and 

Reaſon, certainly a Contradiftion to Religi- 
on. Hear,, how a Reverend Divine has Pr 
 thetically and piouſly deliver'd | | 
Himſelf “ on this Occafion, viz. +» Prof to to. 

A As the Singing of Pſalms. and Paſtoral + 

* Hymns is of the greateſt Force Dife, Kc. 

©to raiſe: the Paſſions of Divine 

Love, Gc. So Experience hom Us, that 

* ſince Our Youth, of late Years, in many 

Parts of this Kin gdom, have learn'd to 

1 . Pſalins by Re that They | have more. 

3 Dolly 
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"<1 1 
Puly and Devoutly attended the Houſe of 
* God, and have taken greater Pleaſure in 
the publick Worſhip, Cc. 


The Deſigu of Chorch- Mofick, (ſays Mr. 
' 1" *Coltyer } 15 to relieve the Wea- 


1 Eſſay on rineſs of a long Attention, to 


Une. make the Mind more Compos'd 
and Chearful, to endear the Of- 
fices of Religion; it ſhould therefore imi- 
tate the Perfume of the Tabernacle, and have 
as little of the Compoſition in Common Uſe, 
as is poſſible. Again, Religious Harmony 
muſt is Moving, but Noble withal, Grave, 
Solemn, and Seraphick. It ſhould be ſo Con- 
triv'd, as to warm the beſt Blood within Us, 
and take Hold of the fineſt Part of Our Af. 

fections ; to Tranſport Us with the Rn 
e Holineſs; to raiſe Us above the Satisfa- 
ctions of Life, and make Us Ambitious of - 
the Glories of Heaven. And is not this as 


Applicable to Pſalm-Singing, as to Cathe- | a 


dral-Singing? To the Pariſh- Church, as to 
the Choir? 

Tis certain, that Harmony c of the Heart, 
the Muſick of the Mind, and the Soul's be- 
ing in Tune for this pious Exerciſe, 1s that 
which makes Melody to the Lord; but what 

Hopes of Labouring after ſuch a Heaven- 
Iy Pronke of Spirit, by Thoſe who will not 
ſo much as take Pains and Care about the Ex- 


. zernal Part of this Ordinance, and for a De- 


cent 


C( 


? 


. 

cent and Skilful Performance in That, which, 
altho not the Principal, yet is an Indiſpenſi- 
ble Part of the Duty; and expected by 
Him who is exalted ahi all Bleſſing and 
Praiſe, with whom indeed Our Beſt will be 
Accepted, (ſays the Praclical Diſcourſer) be 
it never ſo Mean, yet Nothing leſs than 
Our Beſt, be it never ſo Good. And to re- 
fer the pious Reader for full Inſtructions in 
This Important Point, to that Excellent Trea- 


tiſe, and particularly to the Directiye Part, 


ſeems ſufficient for me, who Aſpire no far- 
ther than to the Outward Court of this Tem- 


ple. 


—_ * — — a — — 


. 
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1 More Occaſions of the Decay of PSAL- 


. Nother Deficience, is the General Diſ- 
uſe of Pſalm-Singing in Families, and 


| after That, of Other Parts of Family-Devo- 


tion, (as indeed 'tis a certain Obſervation, 
that Where ever Pſalmody goes to Wreck, o- 
ther Exerciſes of Piety, and even Plety it 


ſelf, ſinks with Her. For is not This a ne- 


ceſſary Part of that Family-Devotion, with- 
out which the Reverend Dr. Tillotſon could 


| not 


. 


5 
not ſee how ſuch a Family could be ſaid to f 
1 have any Religion at all. lt 
| | © Atiother Prejudice to Pſzlmody, (andalmoft | 3 
; 
| 
| 


* 


1 iy e Mortal Wound to National eli lion) has 
been our Omiſſion of having it Taught in 
Schools, as is done in all Proteftant Schot 


— — — — 2 < ” a . 
” 


beyond Sea. If the Miſchievous Effects of 
This Neglect, and happy Conſequences that 
would attend a National Reformation in this 
Matter, are not Self-evident; we have them 
fufficiently ſet forth by the fore- cited Reve- 
| rend Doctor, in theſe Words, That if the 
7 Singing of Plalms by Notes, was taught by 
| | Our Grammar-Schools, as Writing is, and 
== That fo as to be made a Recreation, it 
| © would be of unſpeakable Benefit in the Sea- 
= * ſoning of the Minds of Youth with a Reliſh 


* of Divine Things, which by continual Con- 
| « verſation with profane Poetry, and no O— 
2 ther, go off, generally, with Prejudice to 
Holy Thoughts, Hats Things. 
Another Detriment to P/almody, has been 
| the Choice of unſkilful Pariſh-Clerks': For, 
as a good Clerk, by Degrees, removes all Ob- 
| ſtacles, an Inſufficient Clerk not only puts a 
full Stop to all Improvements in Pſalmotty, 
© but occaſions a Relapſe, by making the Pe- 
ple forget the good Tunes they had feartyd, 
for Want of Practice; for as the Clerk ſings, 
To generally ſings thePariſh. But this being 
very often the Fault of the Pariſhioners, e- 
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would fall with it; and that is 
Imali Encoyragement allow' for Pariſh- 
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(33) | 
ally when they oppoſe the Miniſter in 
e Choice of a Clerk, we ſhall ſo far leave 
it at their Door ; and not to tire the Reader 
with Complaints, I ſhall only beg his 15 
ence for Mentioning one more Obſtacle, b 
ſych a One, as is at preſent the greateſt Dif. 


couragement to P/almodh, ſo if it were once 


Remov'd, all other Inconveniencies and Oh- 
ſticles (o far as Clerkſhip is concern d) 
the poor, 


Clarks, unleſs it be at London and ſome Few 


Places more throughout our Nation. 
For, till competent Proviſion is made for 


All that Officiate in this Service, tis impoſſi- 
ble for them to attain to ſuch Improvements 
: in Skill as is requiſite ; 3 and unreaſonable to 


expect that Thoſe who have already been at 


| the Pains and Charge of Qualifying Them- 
ſelves, will ever take up with ſo poor a Sub- 


ſiſtance as is to be had in moſt Pariſhes of our 


Kingdom. Therefore, till better Mainte- 
nance 1s provided, we can hope for no r 


greſs in Plalmody. 
And as One tow 2 to this good Deſign, 1 


would humbly propoſe, that whatever Me- 
tre- Verſion of the Pſalms ſhall be eſtabliſm d 
and made the National Book, that the Profits, 
which would then be Conſiderable, ſhould be 
diſpos d of to the Benefit. of Pariſh-Clerks; 
NM a ſingle Mite Ws caſt i in, to Com- 
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mence ſuch a Sacred Treaſury, may Occa- 


ſion Donations and Settlements ſufficient to 
reſcue this Noble Part of Divine Worſhip 


from Contempt. And wouldnot All Perſons 


that are bleſs d with Wealth, and Any Will 


to do Good, moſt freely contribute to the Re- t 


pairing and Beautifying This Temple of 


Praiſe. 


hut if Reaſon and Religion require compe- 
tent Subſiſtance for Pariſn-Clerks, who are 
but Servi in Sacris, then much more for 
Clergy-Men, and for Enlarging ſuch Beni- 


N fices, Are very Improperly call d Li- 
vings. e or It 


But Leaving this Noble Cauſe to Abler 


| _ Advocates, I ſhall conclude with hearty 
WMiſhes and Hopes, that upon the Return of 


Peace, when Sacred and Civil Rights are Se. | 


curd, the Tranquility of Europe Reftor'd, 


that then the Governors of our Church and 


State will be at Leiſure to take this Noble 


Sufferer's Caſe into their Patronage, till our 


Churches ſhall charm Families into a decent 
and frequent Uſe of This Divine Exerciſe; 
and that by theſe Means, (and by Teaching 
it in Schools) it ſhall become the National 

Practice, and conſequently a National Bleſ- 

"ſing ; for when our People Praiſe God, when 
A our People Praiſe # n 


Him, then may we ex- 
pect Our Earth to bring forth Her Increaſe, || 
and God to give Us his Bleſſing ;, for _ = 


CH 
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Our Sanctuary ſhall reſound with the ſweet 
Songs of Sion, and the Royal Pſalmiſt's Harp 
is put in Tune, then ſhall Our Tribes 


March up, (with Proſehtes in Company) 
and Our Sion be the ſ oy of the Whole 


_—_— 
The CONCLUSION... 


"T*HE Sublime and Rapturous Fortius 
I Rbingilb. (de Rat. Stud.) ſays of ELo- 
QUENCE, Non ſatis eſt tam Leviter Doctrina- 
rum Principem deſcribere  Hac enim irritare 
Torpentes, Deſides Animare, Sontes Damna- 

re, Bonos Extollere poſſumus. Again, Prode 
Teipſam, O Tncidiffine Sentiat Fulgorem 
| Tenebris Immerſum Mortalium Genus Nemo 

Tx, Nj: Tu, Exprimere poteft, In this Daring 
and Enthuſiaſtick Manner that warm Admi- 


rer Sallies out in Praiſe of W of 
Ethnic Eloquence; and will not the Friends 


of PSALMoDY pardon a Start of paſſionate 


Zeal and Rhapſody at Parting ? 


.. EX 


EF c 35 * 
A WAKE, Appear, 0 Princeſs of 


Divine Praiſe Does not the 
Seaſon Smile upon Bw? ? Heark, is it 
not the Voice of thy Beloved that calls 
to Thee from Above, and tells Thee, The 
Winter ij Paſt, the Rain Gone, and the 
Time of Sincixo6 Come? Awake, my | 
Dove, Come Away, too long baſt Thou 
Slept in the Clefts of the Rocks - Let thy 
Beloved ſee Thy Countenance, let Him 
hear Thy Voice; for Thy Voice it is Sweet, 
and thy Conmenance is Loney. . Gong 
of Solomon. ) 
And don't We hear thy Reſponſal, 7 
_ - Baying, Blow Thou North Wind, and 
come Thou South; blow upon my Gar- 
den, that the Spice, may ſtom Out, that 
. Beloved may come to His Garden, 
5 No, „ Sacred Princeſs, ?tis not the 
5 that can Inſpire this Heaven- 
; by Flavour ; tis thy Caleſtial Breath 
=: that Two the Spices into an 
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p Extaly. 


PsALMopr Sleep? Theatres be Throng- 
| ed, and Thy Temples Empty? Shall 


fliction, and Our Britains ſit Sullen- 
Trees!“ 8 


Nature be Dumb, and the Univerſe © 


O Quern of Sacred Harmony, how WR 
Powerful are thy Charms ? Care finans = 

thy Walks, Fear kindles into C- 
rage, and Joy Sublimes into Serupbick WD. 


| What 1 ſhall $$4g0-Qrens Bing, and 


Thy Votaries Abroad find Heart and 
Voice to Sing in the fiery Furnace of | 
Perfecution, upon the Waters of AF- 


ly Silent under Their Vines and * = 
When Thy Muſick G will not 


be Un-tun'd ? Return Cœleſtial Char- 
mer, Reſume thy Royal Pſalmiſt's Harp, 
and to the Songs of Sion, join the 
Song of the Lamb, the Carroling of 
Angels at the Nativity of an Infant- 
God; His Conqueſts over Death and 
Hell; and the Great Captain of Salva- 
tion made Perfect throngh Sufferings. 
| Then 
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48 350 Mortal State; for, will not Thy 
FClcale of Muſick be Another Jacob's Lad- 


may We maintain a Commerce between 


Heaven upon Earth, lince Ef 2 


ede nn... 81 
e r 
4 . 1 . 7» 9 * 
* y : 1 


js Then ſhall We Car on a Thy Wings | 


der, with the Angels of God Aſcend- 
ingand Deſcending upon it ? For Thus 


Earthand Heaven, and Commence Our 


Angels and We, 405 Ned by This Art, „ 


May Sing together, tho We dwell Apart. 


668 Mr. Waller. | 


